
We are principally a community group but there is a need to 
comment on the ‘new’ train service..

There is still a lot of anger at the loss of the half-hourly service to 
Halifax/Bradford, particularly in the two peak periods by those 
people who bought homes based on the previous interval train 
service.
The quality of the services has improved considerably during the 
year, but there is concern that there is inconsistency (on some 
Control Office shifts) with regard to Special-Stop-Orders to 
compensate for trains skip-stopping intermediate stations.

We would like to see further improvements in real-time service 
information such as the monitors that have been installed on the 
Airedale line. 
Again, we would like to see Mytholmroyd (and Caldervale) brought 
into the CCTV system like so many other stations in West 
Yorkshire and Lancashire.

Having said that, through our contacts with other similar groups 
around the country, we realise how fortunate we are to be dealing 
with a progressive company like Northern Rail.
Whilst we do not see their management 
frequently, it is re-assuring that Drew Haley and 
Matt Gibson are available should the need 
arise.

Through our Blog we are able to give out the latest train news and 
I appreciate items of interest from David Stopher of METRO.

http://mytholmroydstation.wordpress.com/

At the time of this writing, Sue and I have been invited to a 
Reception at Halifax Town Hall in connection with the Calderdale 
Citizen Award 2009.
We consider this as recognition of the community spirit of the 
Mytholmroyd. Without the enthusiasm of the volunteers, nothing 
would have been possible.
Sue and I are grateful for the opportunity to have met such 
interesting people – professionals, politicians and last but not least 
the volunteers with whom we have enjoyed the jokes and banter 
during our gardening sessions in the (usually) Mytholmroyd 
Monsoon weather.

It is already looking as though 2010 is not going 
to be a quiet year either!

http://mytholmroydstation.wordpress.com/


This Report shows how our Station Partnership has evolved from 
just Flower-Tubs. More volunteers are taking on these expanding 
functions – for which I have express our thanks.

The latest is Jean MacKay representing us on the Hebden Bridge 
Lift Study – an increasingly important subject as we get older and 
Hebden become more of an interchange.

Then there is our Hon. Treasurer, Caroline Burton who keeps a 
very close control on our finances. I thank her and my wife Sue for 
the ‘Committee’ support together with Fr John Gott who knows no 
limit on how to improve services in the Calder Valley!

It was very pleasing we were able to record our thanks to Matt 
Gibson at our ‘Blooming Lunch’ 
in October. This occasion, like 
the previous Window Art lunch 
proved very successful thanks 
to the contribution of Fr Gott 
and his 
Church, Sue
and our lady 
members 

and Lyn Hartley of the Shoulder and ‘our own’ 
Brenda and Ruth for food they donated.

Even then Matt had a job to do – planting the 
Northern Rail Yorkshire Oak.

Our voluntary group also wishes to express thanks to Drew Haley, 
Northern Rail Stakeholder Manager for his continued support and 
encouragement. The group was excused gardening to enjoy trips 
to Clitheroe and Blackpool – with four lucky members enjoying a 
VIP day out with Northern Rail at the York Rail Museum.



Community Support – we are very grateful for the support we 
have received for our community work from Hebden Royd Town 
Council and local businesses and residents.
Plaques acknowledging this are displayed on the station –
alongside the flower-tubs –



The year has not only been concerned with the gardening.
The Partnership volunteers, together with our friends from the 
Littleborough station group, spent an evening with the consultant
compiling the national survey on the ‘Value of Station 
Volunteering’.

We attended the seminar in London on Network Rail and the 
Community. This gave a useful insight into why apparently simple 
solutions are not – because of the underlying need for train/public 
safety.

We had an interesting afternoon with the local Network Rail
representative.

Brenda Greenwood was able to discuss the 
problem of the pigeons on the viaduct. Whilst 

some progress had been made, it was 
acknowledged that there was still room for 

improvement.

Fr Gott was able to discuss the
plans for a Community Garden on 
the embankment where we have a 
Tenancy Agreement.
Not having a key proved a barrier to 
discussing discuss our other 
Tenancy – under the Arch.

We responded to the Network Rail consultation for the Route 
Utilisation Strategy (Yorkshire) and expect to be involved a similar 
exercise for Northern England.

The implications of the latest study for West Yorkshire transport 
will need to be assessed.
http://www.wymetro.com/NR/rdonlyres/3430E35D-D032-4819-
8C58-B7C36D16496E/0/LCRTS__Executive_Summary__v6.pdf

The Caldervale Station Groups had planned to produce a Line 
Guide – Between the Bridges. The initial grant from the South 
Pennine leader programme was successful but with a suggestion 
that we join with the Worth and Colne valleys.
This was contrary to our original (Caldervale only) concept and the 
project is now dormant.

http://www.wymetro.com/NR/rdonlyres/3430E35D-D032-4819-8C58-B7C36D16496E/0/LCRTS__Executive_Summary__v6.pdf


The 2009 Yorkshire in Bloom was particularly pleasing – not only 
because of the Award received at a ceremony in Bridlington, but 
also we have met even more local people from the area round the 
station.

The Award was not only for the 
railway station with the flower tubs 
etc., but is a recognition of the local 
community coming together to 
improve their village.

The area has now extended to 
include both the Catholic and 
Methodist churches, local residents and the Shoulder of Mutton. 

The Calderdale staff 
who have made 
such a difference to 
the Village Green, 
together with the 
Streamside Fold 
residents made a 
valuable 
contribution.

The YIB judge congratulated our community spirit, and said that 
had we a re-cycling policy, we would have been truly outstanding!

Our composting and 
(donated) water-storage bins 
were vandalised and stolen 
prior to his visit!












