
Welcome !

To 

Yorkshire in Bloom 2008

In less than 2
years, the 

station has gone from this…

to

THIS!
Thanks to the support of the village 

volunteers and community together with

and our other sponsors.
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The Mytholmroyd Station Partnership has a dedicated ‘gardening 
team’ who have toiled for many hours since the start of the 
Partnership two years ago.  Regularly seen doing the odd bit of 

weeding and pruning in and around 
the station the rewards of lots of 
heavy digging in the spring are 
starting to be reaped. Station users 
often stop to discuss gardening and 
express their appreciation for the 
transformation of their station.

Like in many urban areas, the 
railway station became a focus of
unsocial behaviour. The station was 
vandalised and largely ignored by 
the railway companies’. 

During the summer of 2006 the waiting shelters were replaced and 
the train operator, Northern Rail agreed to join the village to 
transform the environment for the benefit of residents and visitors.

Since then, the team have been busy clearing a number of areas of 
vegetation which form 
the approaches to the 
station. Today they are 
barely recognisable from 
how they were. 

During the autumn of 
2006 over 5000 mixed 
daffodil and narcissi 
bulbs were planted, 
these were donated by 
Hebden Royd Town 
Council. The station 
approach has become a 
lovely bright cheery experience for those dull days at the beginning 
of the year.  

Waiting Shelter
July 2006



The platforms have a 
variety of planters, 
which benefit not only 
those waiting at the 
station, but those 
passing on the train.
Planted for year round 
interest they have a 
permanent element in 
the centre and 
seasonal colour 
surrounding. Originally
donated by the Safer 

Communities Partnership, plants are now sponsored by local 
businesses. And this is acknowledged by plaques supplied by 
Northern Rail and in our Weblog.

This station project would not be possible without the support 
of the train operating company, Northern Rail.
We have had help and support from the Managing Director, 
Heidi Mottram, our area 
Stakeholder Manager, Drew Haley 
and our local station manager 
Matt Gibson, seen above 
securing our flower tubs.
It is no surprise to us that 
Northern Rail was acclaimed the 
national Community Rail 
Company.

Following the success of our first 
year, we successfully applied for 
funding for the 2008 planting from 
the Calderdale Small Grants.

The nature of the soil and shading 
has meant we have learnt what is suitable for planting in future 
seasons.

The main aim is to have a maintenance-free display, so that we can 
concentrate on the other planned community projects.

Matt Gibson, Northern Rail Station Manager 
and colleague installing the planters. 

February 2007



Steep, grassy banks surround the station and with the help of the 
Royd Regeneration organisation, these are maintained by a local 
gardener, the cutting of the grass has allowed the new planting to 
be displayed to its full potential.

We acquired compost bins 
and a water butt donated 
by a local resident and
waste and conservation
issues have been 
discussed and local 
children made bird boxes 
which have been sited in 
the stations grounds. After 
the (dry) 2007 summer we
felt there was a real need 
for the group to be able to 

‘catch their own water’ for use on the planters on the platform. 
Utilising nature’s resources and helping build wildlife capacity for 
the area is a real focus for the Partnership. 

Our work is not only 
appreciated by the 

station users, but also the 
train crews who tell us 

how much more pleasant 
and safer their working 
environment is with our 
station improvements.
So much better 
for everyone!



The first project the Station Partnership undertook outside the 
landscaping and gardening was to re-furbish the  notices. These 
depicted the poetry of locally-born the late Ted Hughes, Poet 
Laureate.

These were made by students from the local schools five years 
earlier in conjunction with the Good Shepherd Church and the local 

businesses. 

They had suffered the ravages of 
the Pennine weather and the 
attention of those prone to 
damaging property.

We managed to fund the 
restoration through the 

generosity of local donors, 
Calderdale Council Safer Communities Hebden Royd Town Council 

and Northern Rail.

Through the skill and workmanship 
of local firm, Pennine Signs, these
story boards continue to give 
interest to rail users waiting for their 
trains.

Refurbished ‘Iron Man’ 
story boards on the 

platform. 
Mytholmroyd. April 2007



At the reception following the unveiling of the Ironman notices, a 
trainee teacher, 
Sharon Hiley, 
persuaded the 
Northern Rail manager 
responsible for school 
art to commission a 
Mosaic to be created 
by Calder High School 
Year 8 pupils.

The Mosaic depicts 
local views and scenes 
and is based (roughly) 
in the style of the 

Austrian artist Friedensreich Hundertwasser.

Chris Leech MBE, 
Northern Rail 

Schools Liaison Manager 
unveils the Northern Mosaic.

Teacher Sharon Hiley 
with Year 8 Calder 

High students.
July 2007

Special thanks to
Northern Rail.

Calderdale Safer 
Communities,

Pennine Signs and
Of course

The student artists!



December 2007.

Northern Rail manager 
Paul Salveson suggested 
we start a Calder Valley 
station Christmas Carol 
event.

At short notice, local Burnley 
Road School were able to have a 
choir on the station to greet 
home-coming commuters.

Members of our Station 
Partnership then went on 
to meet our friends who 
have adopted their local 
stations at Hebden Bridge, 
Todmorden and 
Littleborough.



The Partnership received 
permission from the station 
landlord, Network Rail to 
brighten the station approach by 
inserting artwork into the 
redundant window spaces.

Partnership volunteer and 
local artist, Annie Lawson 
agreed to manage this 
Project.

Funding was obtained from 
the Green Business Network 
and Scout Road School 
agreed to produce the first 
artwork.

In April 2008, the 
Lord Lieutenant of 
West Yorkshire, Dr 
Ingrid Roscoe 
(centre) unveiled 
the first stage of the 
Window Art project.

It is planned to 
have the three 
junior schools 
contributing their 
artwork during the 
next year.

Consideration is being given for the central door space to be 
decorated with art and poetry from the local community.



Mytholmroyd Station Partnership is principally a community group
which has the railway station as its focal point.

We have an open membership policy – people may have gardening 
or administrative skills – they are all very welcome.

We produce a ‘Royd Xpress’ newsletter for distribution round the 
village. A Weblog also gives the latest station and rail news.
Regular press releases are regularly given to the local media.

Partnership volunteers come from all walks of life and are of all 
ages – with particular encouragement given to the youngsters.

Most of the commuters using the station have long daily journeys so 
we do not expect them to fully participate in our work projects. 
However, they do give us support and encouragement.

Most of our meetings do not even mention trains – although during 
the summer of 2008 it has been necessary to join in the 
consultation regarding timetable changes for 2009.

Following rumours that the train service was going to be halved or 
even closed, over 150 people attended the first consultation 
meeting with Northern Rail and Metro in June 2008.

From the public consultation, Northern Rail has re-instated two 
commuter services. They have also put on an addition early 
morning train to cater for those travelling further afield to meetings.



The 2007 Yorkshire in Bloom judges, Saskia and Rosemary, 
suggested we incorporate the church and surrounding area in future 
schemes.

We are very fortunate in having a very supportive priest at the 
Church of the Good Shepherd. Not only was Fr John Gott and his 
parishioners keen to join but he has been invaluable to the success 
of the Station Partnership.

We have our meetings and store our gardening equipment at his 
church. 



The local area then became interested and for the 2008 judging we 
have been able to incorporate the local inn, run by local people 
John and Lyn Hartley, newly-arrived residents Louise and family 

together 
with the 
village 
green 
which is 
maintained
by 
Calderdale 
Council.



With all this positive, constructive work progressing within our 
community, we do not have to forget there are people who take 
‘pleasure’ in destroying our work.

Prior to both 2007 and 2008 judging, the station had graffiti attacks.

On both occasions the railway and police responded promptly for 
which we are all very grateful.

Notwithstanding these 
problems, we have an 
excellent relationship 
with the British 
Transport and West 
Yorkshire Police who 
have both reported a 
reduction in un-social 
behaviour at the 
station since the 
Partnership started 
the improvement 
work.

2007

2008



The Future?
We have recently received draft licences from Network Rail for us to use 
some redundant areas of the stations.

Arches.

Underneath the railway viaduct is an area which Fr Gott has suggested be 
turned into a Community Meeting/Activity area.
He envisages local people being able to meet undercover and perhaps 
charity markets and even ‘street’ theatre.
The local Construction Academy have expressed an interest for their students 
to become involved in the construction – which could include the only waste 
re-cycling facilities in the village.

Garden of Hope

The large embankment from the station platform down to church car park and 
public footpath network is earmarked for landscaping with pathways and 
seating for everyone to make use of for quiet contemplation.

Long-term possibilities

These include a wildflower garden for local schools and their Stage 2 
projects.

There is also the Old Station Building which the village is hoping we can bring 
back into some form of community use.

Mytholmroyd Station has come a long 
way in two years and judging by the 
thanks of rail users or just passers-by it 
has definitely been in the right direction.

Whatever the outcome of this 2008 
application it has shown that a 
village community, the local schools 
and large and small commercial organisations can work together 
to make a better environment – thank you.



We hope you have enjoyed 
your visit to our village.

The Station Partnership is 
principally a community 
group.

Our aim is to make the 
station a much pleasanter 
place both for visitors and 
residents.


