
Mytholmroyd Station & Caldervale line 

Over the last seven years Mytholmroyd Station Partnership has 

transformed the village station from a vandalised wreck into an 

award-winning amenity for visitors and residents.  

Our aspirations over the next seven years are summarised 

below. 

In our opinion the transport problems and possible solutions 

cannot be viewed in isolation. Nor can each locality or 

community be considered unique. The challenge is to 

coordinate all the factors for the benefit of the whole district. 

Normally we do not get too involved with trains during our 

monthly meetings. Instead, we devote the time to planning 

station improvements and pass any requests from 

members/rail users to the Train Operating Company (TOC). 

The current TOC, Northern Rail have consultation meetings 

when major timetable changes are planned. 

At these (and other) planning meetings we are at a 

disadvantage through the lack of quantifiable information on 

actual travel patterns and demand. 

This lack of information not only applies to rail travel but also 

the recent car park problems – who wants to park, where and 

for how long? 

We would recommend a comprehensive Travel Plan be 

undertaken as the first stage towards the research and 

implementation of an economic and transport plan for 

the area.  

The Travel Plan should cover the area from Charlestown, 

through Hebden Bridge and Mytholmroyd to 

Luddendenfoot including the outlying villages and areas.  

 



In May 2009 the Association of Train Operating Companies 

(ATOC) commissioned a series of pilot Travel Plans and Hebden 

Bridge was included. 

http://www.stationtravelplans.com/view-the-pilots?pilot_id=8 

http://www.stationtravelplans.com/clientfiles/File/Hebden%20

Bridge%20Station%20Travel%20Plan%20and%20Action%20Pl

an%20Final%20Version.pdf 

The problem of concentrating on just one station/locality is 

highlighted by one example. 

The 30-40 cars that park on the A646 towards Mytholmroyd. 

No information of where they are from and why. 

Likewise the very small station car park survey at Mytholmroyd 

during December 2010 did not include these car users in 

ascertaining potential demand. 

Each factor in this Paper cannot be looked at in isolation – a car 

park (or lack of) can affect the train service, which in turn can 

influence a practical transport hub and the station building.  

Defending the local bus services is difficult without any 

knowledge as to present demand and potential if there could 

be flexibility to meet local requirements – Travel Plan. 

Questions like – Why do people from the Cragg Vale direction 

have to drive to Mytholmroyd for a casual shop, when there is 

a hourly bus service giving around 20 minutes in Mytholmroyd?  

Mytholmroyd - Train Service 

Apart from an infrequent peak-hour service to/from Halifax and 

Bradford from Mytholmroyd, the village has a good service. 

In 2008 Northern Rail responded to our request for an extra 

stop on the 07.20 to Leeds. They and Network Rail have not 

been able to include a similar arrangement at 08.20 due to 

train pathing constraints along all the route. 

http://www.stationtravelplans.com/view-the-pilots?pilot_id=8
http://www.stationtravelplans.com/clientfiles/File/Hebden%20Bridge%20Station%20Travel%20Plan%20and%20Action%20Plan%20Final%20Version.pdf
http://www.stationtravelplans.com/clientfiles/File/Hebden%20Bridge%20Station%20Travel%20Plan%20and%20Action%20Plan%20Final%20Version.pdf
http://www.stationtravelplans.com/clientfiles/File/Hebden%20Bridge%20Station%20Travel%20Plan%20and%20Action%20Plan%20Final%20Version.pdf


A regular complaint is the hourly service to Halifax and 

Bradford. Metro agrees and hope to have a 30 minute 

frequency as soon as practical. There is clearly a demand for 

travel to Halifax when viewing the traffic volumes on the A646 

and that First Bus has retained a 10 minute frequency 

throughout the day. 

Halifax commercial/retail activity is moving away from the 

railway station area – Broad Street Plaza. There is no Free Bus 

around the town like most other places in West Yorkshire. 

Halifax with its wealth of architecture has the potential to 

become a desirable destination – like York. Before the 1969 

Esher Report on York Conservation and Economic Growth it too 

was just an interesting place to visit – now it is vibrant both for 

residents and visitors. 

Passengers to/from Bradford and Halifax account for about a 

third of Mytholmroyd journeys and the frequency needs to be 

addressed with, or without a station car park. 

With future line capacity being taken by expresses to 

Manchester Airport and London Euston, one solution for the 

Calder Valley to Leeds stopping services is for a Leeds to 

Todmorden ‘turnback’ which could connect with the East 

Lancashire services that will be using the new Curve. 

The trains from Leeds via Dewsbury have proved very useful 

for inbound commuters to local Mytholmroyd businesses – the 

service has increased the employment opportunities for 

Brighouse and the Spen valley residents. Local Mytholmroyd 

and district commuters and shoppers have expressed 

appreciation for this enhanced trip opportunity via Dewsbury. 

Unless the signalling system between Milner Royd Junction 

(Sowerby Bridge) and Hebden Bridge is modernised, it is 

unlikely there can be any significant improvements to the 

stopping pattern on the Calder Valley. 



Station Car Park 

This will probably depend on the status of the land adjacent to 

Hebden Bridge station during the next few years. 

If the coal yard and/or Mayroyd become available, then car 

park extensions at Hebden Bridge would be sensible. 

On the other hand, one can argue that there is already a 

demand for a substantial car park at Mytholmroyd station. 

Based on the latest Network Rail study 

http://www.networkrail.co.uk/improvements/planning-policies-

and-plans/long-term-planning-process/market-

studies/regional-urban/ 

the hinterland for Hebden Bridge and Mytholmroyd station 

show many similarities within walking distance. 

However, the populations between 3 and 5 km from the station 

show a very different picture. 

Hebden Bridge                  5,500 

Mytholmroyd                    10,700 

Sowerby Bridge                33,300 

The rail passengers from Luddenden and Midgley have tended 

to use Sowerby Bridge because of the car park facilities, or 

Hebden Bridge for the enhanced services from there. 

Clearly, with a car park and associated train services, 

Mytholmroyd would be a better choice for those who have to 

travel along the congested A646 and Tuel Lane. 

It is encouraging that Mytholmroyd is being considered within 

the West Yorkshire Transport Fund. However, no consideration 

seems to have been taken for a suitable footbridge – it is 

known that commuters cross the tracks to gain access to their 

parked cars. 

http://www.networkrail.co.uk/improvements/planning-policies-and-plans/long-term-planning-process/market-studies/regional-urban/
http://www.networkrail.co.uk/improvements/planning-policies-and-plans/long-term-planning-process/market-studies/regional-urban/
http://www.networkrail.co.uk/improvements/planning-policies-and-plans/long-term-planning-process/market-studies/regional-urban/


 Station Building 

There have been a number of enquiries from potential users of 

this disused building. The lack of a car park has been a 

deterrent – so perhaps from 2016 that may no longer be a 

problem? 

Currently, the Station Partnership has a project undergoing a 

feasibility study. 

Basically to renovate the building into private art studios/start-

up units – with the ground floor for community use. 

The present Train Operating Company and potential future 

franchise bidders have indicated they would have no use for 

the building – but might be able to assist a community group 

with tickets/retail. 

As far as possible, there would be no fundamental alteration to 

the building. 

The owners, Network Rail would lease it to a community group 

for a peppercorn rent – but it would have to be viable year-on-

year without relying on grants or annual subsidies. 

A not-for-profit community group would have to be formed to 

progress this forward if the feasibility study proves positive. 

Details of the project are attached. 

The Station Partnership will assist with projects 

aimed at making Mytholmroyd a better place to 

live, work and trade. 

The volunteers regularly promote the station and the Calder 

line. Since we started, use of Mytholmroyd has increased by 

over 40%. There has been a significant increase in the number 

of commuters arriving at Mytholmroyd each morning – to 

nearly 100. 


